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.. 3462(37).—Fhal T TTHIT, Tl STAHT TTTErH0T HaH, 2024 (T 38 TATT 36 I Far
AT 2) & a3 % @< () F A1 9od, TET STAH Y TTTehe0r TiA=a, 2005 (2005 Fr 24) HF 9127 3
& UL % AL H, FHT AT T A 0 STAFA TS TqA1 ored Thaftwer, of@, detwer, € 91 i Fa
FLAHTL ZIT SAAHIT il T S ATHA g (92T () &l AT (U) "aedq &1 AT w2 & fom
ReferferT ant 25t Faia safega w2

1. fer T ST W~ (1) =9 aniaetes Frgidl #1 e T GEt AT @ S 6 TAFT T aar &
T ST U "aed| A7 ARt w29 F o aweds g, 2025 2
(2) T TASYS § ITh THRTAT KT TG F TIT G|

5026 GI/2025 (1)
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2. GIHET T G T H TAR Y TSATTAAT 6 ot 4T U7 § g6 & o sraes g AMee.- (1) =fw a7 &
HETAAT H9E AT §<h aFdT g T AT FIF IcqTah SIS AT FIAHTAAT AT a1 I1 2T AT ShTahe
afe 36 Aot & e 9 ® srfarafara s & sEme straae Teqa e
(2) ATAET F AT TORTESHFAL, ICATEA AHAT, AR T, TS oI, AT AT TFIATE
AT T TATT U ek [Aeqa TRATSAT RHTE TET =l FATUIAT|
(3) ITTERTUT GIXT TTTEEha ALTeA0 T 3<h AT o HFH 10 F SATEHAT TRAT % SATATT SHIS HT
fAeqor 3T 7 JHaT A7 @ T At AT A7 dAefher AT | d1 ot i Gl & o e oY
TS T STATHAT & Hael § STUT STILTAT 3 AT T T T I FALT THTSAT BT To(Iehed e & o0
TTfEreRToT 3 | g1 smaea; ue = BT s
3. A T~ (1) THAT J-FATAE (AT T ITANT Fd §C UF FAdgradr he7a= o srosm, Sas
THE AIda-TTETI =, AT Sl SiTad ATIGE! I AT (AT SITUAT, qTieh a3 il TSITd-1a 190
AAAFHATAL T TAT FITAT ST Foh AT AT T AT Gt F0 g5 taat F forg arifRafas sogwar,
ST I[OTAT, T AT STRTECHFAL il ITASHAT & AT T FATIAT ISl T ATHAT (AT ST Hohl
(2) S FoaAT & o0 FIET TIA AT AT TMEIH qA AT T A0, SrEd art F eogar av

TEtdar s=at g1 ar Aefertea drtes g, -

(F) = ATATHE ITHTEA & AT U HALT & (10 IUITH TIEcaT Harad TSTIIAA1 o ST I Sga af;
(@) JEariad s GaeT A1z & Aweadt a7 § fam-ufafed & Fifev o wwEm yw&@aq w19 * oo
HHZ T I AT T SIET 6T giagr Iuereg gRM;

(1) AT ITATEA [ AT T o ST & (o1 TG 2T TG AT Iqeqse gl ;

() HAT AT T GAT-QITSAT TATAT FLAAT ITH &1 &, SIATTh ol GALT b (T GoT THaT &A1 HT AT

FA FRAT ST TR 2

(F) AT T AT AT 3T A=RT ST I[OMET ATl TS STHTS F {h &1 aga< g,

(F) ®TH e, TREEH, Ao, a6 slix T@arett S Tg= AT ITASHT,

(@) & H5 I F ATy ST 7 AT FiU-sientiT srafery e ¥ 32 g,

() SATHETT FSAT AT ATTCEART AT AT 77 LR USR] GRT TgAT T AT el 92 A=

[KRUSCIESIF

(A1) TUF T H FU &= FT HIAHT THT ST 6 ahicqsh ITART 9T &R FA gU S AT &= 1

T RAETIHT sl HEHTd I Tgaah? (AT ST,

(3) G qqF H T L TIH1 B ARMoren HATsH 6 A7 21 607 % "o Hfma B s,

(Z) HHAT AT @I A AT TREFT 6 AT U7 HAGT H2AT, dFaTeL, A AT T T § ITIh

AT 92 6T SITeaT, S AR 1 10 e et TRug 7 g7 [ 6o ag-gid AgTane et

HEATT AT AATAH S ST ATHATT TR AT S H3 1T G G 517 995 &9 ST ag4

STHAT LI 6 ST YT TZATT (ohAT STUAT;

(3)F=T AL AT ST AL AT AL FIT ATAFHA il G5 AT ST (a1, =R 1 &3 qgradar
T AT HI<h AT AT AT T&F FF IcATEH GISHT AT ATETATCAT T et AT IATHAT AT Shlohel
sty 1 fafere q-fdert= ar Sy FRT F 9 s w0 sarafea wam, arf srresRor s 41 99
HadT THTSAT & G207 & forw U srafeq #=qet ux 3= % a9,
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(3) THz a2 % fRaTe FIfrrade A(F TaFe T FF FIA 6 [T, sl AT UT G4 I FIS[ET AT0TF
TR Siie ATag AT, Woead, 91 3% gTad, A T [Hagd qisee, TTaafed Tar gagaeie &=,
G AT SATLT FHoAT TRATSIATIAT, TTETeATEAT, TohTueret afafay, ariefeafas =7 9 gaeTefier &=
i 3 foro arfere & & g Tt ue o S,

(@)FT AT U "qaedq F forw Iueh Ser Frfordy wraest f swan €Ay A= & 1€ areeft § [fde fr
STTORAY, STt -

IR
wH GE&T e SEAH ST

(1) (2) 3)

1. figs 7.5-8.5
2. et (Aetum/AfE) 5-7

3. FquraT (T 15-35
4, qTHY &1 19| (°C) 25-31

5. NO , (Refiima/iex) <0.2

6. FHAET <0.1

(07) 3T AT U7 {4 T #IA] o (70 qg1a<er qres g9y 97 |19 &1 72 g § [ fi sof,

AT -
areeft
T TEqT trfiex W T
(1) (2) (3)
1., ZaT Y Tt (HrewdEe) 1-5
2. F ST H I A TS () >5 Hiaz (et wIfHT F form)
3. FH SAT H T A T2 (3 >1 Hex (I w1 F o)
4, EEBEIRA GGV E ) 0.30-1.0

I FAC b A1 .- (1) TF Gl THAT FoT HALT FATL AT TAL G THT HoT AqIT FA€L 5
A= i T =gAaH = G Hiew grm

(2) G T § ol HALT TOITEAT, TUTAT o 19 AT IHh HIq¥ AT Arage § areT el STl
T it HLIAT I TATIAT.- (1) o7 HT SATHIL T BATST AMTH, AFATHR T TATHE AT AT
STT FATErT TSI 3T ST % TI=T &l

(2) ST i AT it AT T TG 37 F {0 FST &1 82 X 3T Fige Ftaw F v e fFar
ST

(3) ST F T ST AT AeadTses AT TS AT IF T ATl Tret=ie arady ¥ F910 STU, ST €7
ST fRrerer FISET 9% fA9T AT 3T S % 60 Al oo T80T T AU TIel, FAT Tl 3T gEar & &
T 37 o\ arer aier=iT At 7 ITART BRIt ST FeRaT gl

(4) ST % W FT AT TH AT FEAT TGId AT I F a7 IUIH FAled T aaida &war
STTUATT QTFeh TITH FATer YT 7T ST &1

(5) ST T TIA-ATAE THTIT ATRAT | FTET ST, ST TRl & F AIRATT 1T AT 03
a7 g G FAre F AT FEAEL - TP AGTENR AR S€AT AT A7 i< ST
ATHETT TG AT AT Hxl T LA HEATHT ZIT STSHTCh STEAAAT o SATETE I S o0l ST
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(6) FSTT T Fea T ALHT AT ST TLHIT T AT FHTAT GRT SATHITST T I ARG =T & 4T
e g T gorrett § afer sroam

(7) TEHATHT ITIHAT, FEAT AL TRATAT 4T % g T =4 9q =0 B AT A&zt § arem
T faaT wdT FU aaEa 9w A1 gt B dAeE-giT AgEET SRRe €T a1
I Y SR e TRuE AT e T gy HeATl o6 e F qauiiae heil wi
Ferar T ST HhaT 2

(8) STeT <ft §9a 2, o7 HALT THISAT hT TATALONT ~IATRe0T ¥ T foree Sat % srfafes seama
% T Ui agaidt STAFy & FqMT | g1 A AT AT AT A9 GaG7 TR 6 G120 Tohihd
BRI

(9) HaTdq TRl o NI & Fa 3T TLHET o TAIT FHl T o (1T ITIH SAHRIE & ST o 1 U
TG gahrear arfua it o

(10) et e Sterary affRurfaat 1 araaT #2 % o7 U9 daee Tt 1 A Tq g et w
EIRES I ECAERIRSICIRC I ELY]

T AT YT G FATAT o g aaeieht A0 <91 Rgi@ - (1) F A7 99 949 F o0 397
2oft a1 17 TR yonfaat 9¥ = T S, qur 39 et v arafEsar & sy S
TSI § | g, ST T ARl & Tid d=iell g A7 St 937907 98 7 TH979 72q7 8
(2) T=ITET & TorT Faet OSTishd RIHT AT AHAT § ITH T S TNTI-Hh A1 T gt STANT AT
STOSTT

(3) Fgav wfedea F forw, g a9g § wof Fad™ HAFA F w 3-4 9 f S @S w1 =777 G
STUsTT

(4) T=ITT e, e Trae, T T AHATH ST AT TG4 qigq UT 33 FodAL TIarhier hy

SYATAT STTAT

(5) ST AT I HALT THTAT T G Aremiid ST AT ZT AT ST BT T F I JET T | w7
THL Sl 7 hvefadt FHr Ratiar % forg great & arer aateiq fhar o arfF fher e &t w2 iF
A TT ATHIT 6 TR | qTeT ST ol

(6) THTHT =T & FATT 7T Foher HIST T 3o AT U AT THL 611 § HH GHI & (70 SR (erd AT SATHT
AT ATk ITeht Tareey fRorfa st fALTeror B Sm @eh| 7t STETHTT SHage a7 §9oT & T faars
TG, AT U SATSAT T ST ek ST & qTeAAT T

(7) ST AT U HAET SHSAT H ST BT (T HA & TEA, TH @1 6 ATATALT o Sl TATAT SITUIT|
(8) ALY F T & F=w F forw, TRV & HhRiAT SIS FT AT FIT AqEeT TRwg 3T gt
AT F9Te T & el e Ti- TP AEENR ST G879 AT J97H ST =g e
TR AT 7T H T LA FEATAL o6 TH | 3T ITA F 18 FITT FF & ST ¢ {31 S
IqT TS Foll AT U1 H et &9 7 detia fBFa srom)

(9) THIFT Tg-TTHT TAHIT AT FRET 7 T ATHA TGid STH TEeAad T Iqal 1 STaATT Hl
TreaTiad AT ST

(10) ST IOTET, S A faredar T91e Sl TAT Thiq i HaiEa Reaer i Srost
(11) SISTT % STTErF ASTIOT & FAAT ST TAT =l O AL Tl AT H AL 0 A & o & {1
grfares a7 Trfer s ux e 2% & AT S St
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7.

10.

IS TEEw.- (1) T2a9 IS T ST AT SITUIT A1 HIT AT § U1 8 e Tey {her weis
AT g1 T (F7 qoF aTell AT F ToAT THFEeT BHACT Jore FIe FT ITINT T § F=h
TETAT T FH FIT)|

(2) ST AT AT | GF AT Tl HITH T AT ITHT T ATTHTT HH gT T IS T ATAT FH AL a1
Sl

(3) TTOT Heeft sraeTshary fAfHe FoeT ST dl, SehTe, Forahre F<on e s araar & aref {9+
BT & ST TELETE I AT ITANT AT ST AR 0

ST AT SR S AYE &7 START.- (1) T 6 T<h TATg I AT HLA o107, F AT 97
ST 1 FHA-FAT T AT (AT STOT &% a7 % b T4 AT HET % AHE 6 AqAE Holl &
ATATH ST ATy SITAT Tl IF ST AR o AT AT SITUAT

(2) WETIA FEAT T HE&AT HF HXA, Flag I H il AT TAT HSATT 5 AENAA o (o707 SATeeh €417
IS F o forw srfafiss et F9T0 ST

(3) ST o ST ST T  SHHT U¥ UATA Flag ST Tt b STATETSTONT T Lk o fory, =8 At
A T ALAA BT F AT ITH ITHLUNT F T 67T STUIT

(4) THFRSTRT Y2 Si TETIAT &7 ST 981 a7 Sroam)

(5) g, 72 ST % el A1 Aataa Ader &Har smom

(6) TTTEraRavr gIRT AqHIad BT Twiide IT TAqE T AIST HT ITANT ATl AferaTieay a1
TSI IT T T HHATAT FIT ATTHT SATHTE AT ST

AT T T TFA SiX SRR~ (1) sRafda et s7agr, O & Fwon siT 3fa s=me f
TgATT H o o0 qeed 7 Fataa =7 7 [ B s [z

(2) AT FIT e afwg A7 FATE {7 St srqEeTT 7w AT FEHTy GeATsh gy
FAATHT T =e S Heeat | Ifaes &Adr aer o7 7oed T 92 =07 % forg qifes
I F9TT TG ST

(3) foreY off T F wera A fufa &, o= FST AT U H AW F W A S F U
AT /AT AT SR /AEHT ST FTRT ST T ST ST ST 70|

(4) 3 et & A 18 % 3ufeam (1) % @ () % e 7o fBfga afafos s = & gt
TETH ST UEHTZHITaTA Usive T STANT SHISAT | Agl ThIT STUIT

GTATReT.~ (1) WET FT ZrAeS ATAFH T T AT I TG F ol IT I HAIT THISAT & T SATUIAT, ST
faoRaTsll ETT AT it AT SfiT sraedahar 9¥ 9T FOf o @0 g & a=1 & o7 graee & qia
T T T TT A@TE ST

(2) ATz foRer ATRTET  forT graee o wraer |, foar Rt afar & hstl = arst ¥ 9T & graee o}
Ive 3T ATAT ST ST [UTET SATEAT & AT TRAZH HA & 4T T@T ST AT 0

(3) ST H AT gS WEAT I ST IBTHL TAT FT 1A & (AT (HHAT ST

(4) IT &3 TReT T Fag F THT THST JATUIAT ST THe % qd d18 52 0T T § T2 4T
STTUATT |

(5) et gTaree T FISTAT TSI T T ST FAEAT AT F AT I FATS AT Fehel T B

(6) FTSITT T TIT o SATETT UL SATATE S SATAF GTATEAT T AT FISAT TATE ST Tl T &)

(7) IETAT AT TF TTH XA o (TT A& il &I He o A o0l ST AT o [T Flee LIS HaqTerer
(-20 f=ft afew) § "wga foRaT < Jehar 2
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1. &9 Yeaua REE 7 @W@E.- (1) F9 I7 99 § Gt w2 et Fwam o i f gdre, w=ifwmT
SHE, ST qoraTT wraEs, RE H AT, e ya@wd, FEE wraEE, 95 3, g e ST
AT faraor st &1 s =T g
(2) ToFaTe T STtersha FTiHe AT ATAHRIET FIT ART S 92 BH TS TEd HAT T

12.  sfawwor F forg anfRa- afe wrfesror & e oo grT et % e & = 18 srfasa
FAHATT I@T FATAT &, AT LA T TET TAFT ATTAHTT ATeT=H, 2005 FF 92T 14 F T
77 fafga enfeq Afeifua e afed w2l il Seq, FUe a7 78 FT g%d7 &

[T, 7. F-1903336/2/2024-FTATF (3-23648)]

g FATT 9=, §I<h afa

MINISTRY OF FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING
(Department of Fisheries)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 24th July, 2025

S.0. 3462(E).—In pursuance of the provisions of section 3 of the Coastal Aquaculture Authority Act, 2005
(24 of 2005), read with clause (m) of rule 3 of the Coastal Aquaculture Authority Rules, 2024 (hereinafter referred to
as the said rules), the Central Government hereby makes the following guidelines for regulating cage and pen culture of
marine or brackish water aquaculture species which includes, finfish, shellfish, seaweed and any other organisms
approved by the Central Government, namely:

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) These guidelines may be called the Guidelines for Regulating Cage and
Pen Culture of Marine or Brackish water Aquaculture Species, 2025.
(2)  They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. Criteria for application for undertaking cage or pen culture of marine or brackish water aquaculture
species.- (1) Individual or self-help groups or joint liability groups or fish farmer producer organisations or
societies or farmers or entrepreneurs or technocrats, etc., shall submit an application in accordance with the
procedure laid down in rule 9 of the said rules.

(2) A detailed project report indicating the infrastructure, production capacity, technology support, employment
generation, economics of operation, etc., shall be submitted along with the application.

(3) The inspection team authorised by the Authority shall inspect the unit as per the procedure laid down in rule
10 of the said rules and based on its recommendation regarding the suitability of the site and unit for farming of
marine or brackish water finfish or shellfish or seaweed, etc., applications shall be processed by the Secretary of
the Authority, for consideration of the Authority for registering the cage or pen culture units.

3.  Site selection.- (1) A feasibility study shall be carried out using marine geospatial analysis, incorporating major
physico-chemical, social, and biological parameters to ascertain species-specific requirements of the site and to
assess potential sites based on ecological suitability, water quality, accessibility, and infrastructure availability for
various types of mariculture practices.

(2) The site selected for cage culture shall be a sandy or silty bottom with good water clarity or transparency with
the following parameters, namely:-

(a) the suitable substrata for pen culture with good primary production is preferable based on the species
cultured;
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4.

(b)

(©
(d)

(e)
(H
(2)
(h)
(1)
)]
(k)

M

(m)

(n)

(0)

a beach landing or jetty facility shall be available within close vicinity of the proposed cage culture site

for day-to-day feeding and maintenance management work;

a good road transport facility shall be available for transporting the fish yield to the market;

enclosed or semi-enclosed bays are highly preferred zones however open sea areas may also be selected

for cage culture;

areas with moderate wave action and free from silt deposits with good water quality are preferable;

accessibility or availability of farm inputs, transportation, marketing, watch and ward,

areas shall be away from freshwater runoff and domestic or agro-industrial effluent discharge;

potential sites identified by the research organisations or fisheries department or other government

agencies shall be considered;

the farming area in every site shall be demarcated by arriving at local or regional or stakeholder consensus

considering the alternative use of marine space;

open sea cage culture locations shall be earmarked with geographical boundaries with geo-location

tagging;
cage or pen culture of marine and brackish water fishes shall be taken up in suitable locations in estuaries,
backwaters, lagoons and coastal waters which shall be identified by the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research or Ministry of Earth Sciences- National Institute of Ocean Technology or Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research or other Central Government Institutes based on the oceanographic and carrying
capacity studies;
the Central Government or the State Government or any organisations or local bodies authorised by the
Government shall allocate the suitable sites to the individual or self help groups or joint liability groups
or fish farmer producer organisations or societies or farmers or entrepreneurs or technocrats, etc., with
specific geo-coordinates or geo-fencing to enable the authority to consider such allotted sites for
registration for cage or pen culture units;
to minimize conflicts of interest along the coastline, cage or pen culture shall be taken up in sites away
from existing commercial shipping and navigational lanes, areas designated for fishing, ports and
harbours, waste water discharge points, restricted defence sensitive areas, wave or tidal energy projects,
pipelines, recreational activities, ecologically sensitive areas, etc.;
optimum range of water quality parameters suitable for cage or pen culture shall be as specified in the
Table below, namely:-

Table
Serial number Parameters Optimum range

) @ A

1. pH 7.5-8.5

2. DO (mg/L) 5-7

3. Salinity (ppt) 15-35

4. Water temperature (°C) 25-31

5. NO; (mg/L) <0.2

6. Ammonia <0.1

environmental criteria optimum range for cage or pen culture sites shall be as specified in the table below,
namely:-
Table
Serial number Parameters Optimum range
@ @ A
1 Wind speed (m/s) 1-5
2 Water depth (m) in low tide >5 meters (for cage farming)
3. Water depth (m) in low tide >1 meter (for pen farming)
4 Water current (m/s) 0.30-1.0

Spacing between cage clusters.- (1) The distance between one open sea cage culture cluster and another open sea

cage culture cluster shall be minimum five hundred meters.
(2) The open sea cage culture system shall not obstruct regular navigation between and within the system.
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7.

Cage structure and installation.- (1) Cage size and design shall be as square or rectangular or circular to suit the
species cultured and location.
(2) Cages shall be designed with hand rail and buoyant collars to support the net and worker’s safety.
(3) Cage frames shall be made of wood or galvanised iron pipes or high-density polyethene material, depending
on the location and investment plan and high-density polyethene material may be used to fabricate cage frames to
have long durability, floatability, and sturdiness.
(4) Cage frames shall be supported with appropriate floats made of plastic drums or fibre reinforced plastic barrels
to provide sufficient floatation.
(5) Cages shall be moored with site-specific anchoring materials technically vetted by the institutes under the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research or Ministry of Earth Sciences- National Institute of Ocean Technology
or Council of Scientific and Industrial Research or other Central Government Institutes based on the bathymetric
studies.
(6) Cages shall be moored individually or in a grid mooring system in the locations approved by the Central
Government or the State Government or local bodies.
(7) Submersible cages may be promoted in consultation with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research or
Ministry of Earth Sciences- National Institute of Ocean Technology or Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research or other Central Government Institutes for the technical suitability, sturdiness and operational
convenience and without hindering the existing activities of the selected location.
(8) Wherever possible, cage culture units shall be integrated with seaweed rafts and oyster or mussel culture rafts
under integrated multi trophic aquaculture for environmental mitigation and additional production of extractive
organisms.
(9) Pen culture units shall be established with appropriate size of net mesh to avoid escape of cultured fish and to
prevent the entry of predators.
(10) Pen culture units should be installed with adequate support materials to withstand the adverse agro climatic
conditions.
Technical Guidelines for cage or pen culture operations.- (1) Native or non-invasive species suitable for cage
or pen culture shall be considered duly prioritising the species having market demand, resilient to local conditions
and have low environmental impact.
(2) Only healthy and pathogen-free seeds from registered farms or nurseries shall be used for stocking.
(3) For better survival, seed length of 3-4 inches shall be selected for the open sea cage culture program.
(4) Grow out culture protocols including stocking density, feed management, disease prevention, and waste
management shall be adopted.
(5) Cage or pen culture units shall be supported with units for captive nursery rearing in land-based tanks or in
happas or nursery cages installed in coastal waters near to the cage farming site to rear the fish fry to stockable
size fingerlings.
(6) Fish seeds brought from the approved hatchery have to be acclimatized in tanks or pens or nursery cages for
a shorter period to observe their health condition. If abnormal behaviour or infection symptoms are noticed, such
seeds have to be isolated and reared separately.
(7) Before stocking of the seed into the cage or pen culture units, it shall be acclimatised to the cultivating
environment.
(8) To avoid the spread of diseases, seeds infected with pathogens shall be safely discarded or stocked temporarily
in small cages or pens after appropriate treatment in consultation with the institutes under the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research or Ministry of Earth Sciences- National Institute of Ocean Technology or Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research or other Central Government Institutes.
(9) Adoption of sustainable practices such as integrated multi-trophic aquaculture or any other environmental
friendly approaches shall be encouraged.
(10) Regular monitoring of water quality, biodiversity impacts, and disease outbreaks shall be done.
(11) Over stocking of seeds shall be avoided and growth rate on a fortnightly or monthly basis to be monitored
to finalise the good quality and right quantity of feed.

Feed management.- (1) Optimal feed shall be used so as to improve the farming environment and ensure
healthy fish stock (use of extruded formulated pellet feed instead of low value fish will reduce organic matters
in water).
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(2) Feed quantity has to be reduced when the fishes are under stress or during rough weather or during low water
temperature.

(3) The nutritional requirements vary with different fish species, sizes, growth stages and feeding habits and
accordingly feeds shall be used.

Net exchange and use of aquaculture inputs.- (1) To ensure free flow of water, the cage or pen nets shall be
cleaned periodically and inner and outer nets of the cages shall be exchanged with higher mesh size for free
flow of water and according to the size of the fish.

(2) Spare cages shall be maintained to thin down the stocked fish and to accelerate the growth rate and to provide
more space for movement of the fishes.

(3) To prevent biofouling of algal growth and barnacles on cage nets and cage frames, it shall be cleaned
manually or with appropriate equipment at regular intervals.

(4) Antifouling paints and chemicals shall be avoided.

(5) Regular inspection of mooring, net and raft components shall be done.

(6) Feed supplements or inputs or additives approved by the Authority shall be used as recommended by the
fisheries officials or scientists or technical staff.

9.Prevention and treatment of fish diseases.- (1) Fish shall be observed regularly to identify altered swimming

10.

11.

12.

behaviour, diseases causes and appropriate treatments.
(2) Stocking density as recommended by Indian Council of Agricultural Research or Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research or Government institutions and nutritious feed shall be maintained to boost resistance in the
fish and to control fish diseases.
(3) In case of any disease outbreak, remedial measures as recommended by ICAR/CSIR/Government
institutions shall be adopted to prevent the spread to other cage or pen culture units.
(4) Prohibited pharmacologically active substances and antimicrobial agents as prescribed under clause (c) of
sub-rule (1) of rule 18 of the said rules shall not be used in the units.
Harvesting.- (1) Harvesting of fish shall be done partially or fully from the cage or pen culture units depending
on the market demand and requirement by the vendors and icing shall be done immediately after the harvest to
prevent the spoilage.
(2) In case of harvest for live fish marketing, care should be taken to harvest fish from the cages or pens without
any injury and transport them with proper aeration and water quality arrangements.
(3) The fish grown in the cage shall be harvested by lifting of net and taking the fish with scoop nets.
(4) The grown-out fish shall be harvested in the early hour’s day and stored in cold brine immediately after
harvest.
(5) Total harvest can be planned based on the market demand and secured order.
(6) Periodical and partial harvesting may also be planned based on market demand.
(7) The harvested fish may be stored in a cold storage facility (-20°C) for a short period of up to two months to
have a better market rate.
Maintenance of farm management records.- (1) Cage or pen culture farmers shall maintain records on
procurement of seed, stocking density, water quality parameters, feeding quantities, health management,
growth parameters, inputs used, harvesting and marketing details etc.
(2) The farmer shall produce the farm records on demand by the authorised personnel or officials.

Penalty for violation.- If any unauthorised practice is noticed during the inspection of the units by the
inspection team of the Authority, the inspection team may confiscate, dispose of or destroy the stock, including
imposing penalties as prescribed under section 14 of the Coastal Aquaculture Authority Act, 2005.
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NEETU KUMARI PRASAD, Jt. Secy.
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